
 

               Otsego Northern Catskills BOCES 
School Library System Council 

Tuesday, May 12, 2015 
Huntington Library, Oneonta, NY 

3:30 – 5:00 
 

Agenda 
 
 

Present 
Eileen Coryat 
Janet Wenner 
Mary Lynn Bensen 
Michelle Hitchcock 
Sita Fey 
Sarah Livingston 
Pam Clarke 
Jim Gates 
Maria Johnson 

 
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
The minutes from the January meeting were reviewed and approved.  Motioned to approve the minutes by Maria 
Johnson with a second by Eileen Coryat. 
 
For Discussion 
 
Eileen shared workshops suggestions for 2015 – 2016 
 

 September—organizational meeting with some best practices (some set and some volunteer), discuss SLS 
goals, establish committees and have designated time to begin, have Cheryl present OPALS, SCOOLS, 
and Overdrive updates, and John Gummoe from World Book to present.  People who won scholarships to 
conferences (Leadership Conference and SSL) will present about their takeaways. 

 September—full day conference for library staff to attend for instructions and updates to OPALS, SCOOLS, 
and Overdrive. 

 October—John Lee and David Hicks will present about the social studies framework.  This is for librarians 
and social studies teachers.  

 November—Leslie Preddy will present for ½ day of Makerspaces and ½ day of social reading 
 January—Baseball Hall of Fame as a follow-up session to the social studies framework as well as a 

redefining text activity that pertains to select appropriate texts, artifacts, and images.  The Hall has packets 
for established for National History Day, which can be used for this as well. 

 March—Kathleen Baxter as an elementary based presenter as the alternative to Kathleen O’Dean. 
 May—Library symposium—perhaps have Joyce Valenta. 
 BOCES will be offering Google Apps training over the summer. 

 
Sita brought up the potential for mentors and connections between librarians.  This would include new librarians 
and changes to new grade levels. This would apply to support staff as well. Eileen has been making these 
connections for new school librarians.  

 
 History Database—Eileen is looking at history databases about world history to obtain regional pricing.  

This would be a middle/high school level resource.  She is also looking at Spotlight on History with a focus 
on American history.  The focus is to buy content. 
 



 Cooperative Collection Development – SLS is going to a paperless purchase order system.  Due to this 
change, all CCD orders must have a minimum of 20 items.  Some librarians are not meeting the order 
deadlines.  Consideration for librarians who do not meet the deadline, the money would move to OverDrive; 
this must be verified with the business office. These dates will be set in September. 

 
 Updates on E-Books – OverDrive now has an option to professional books and journals.  For the journals, 

you have 200 uses to the journal.  Pat shared her conversation with the OverDrive representative, who 
suggested that you promote OverDrive to the faculty so they will use it and promote it.  Eileen shared that 
they have a “Faculty” section for professional resources.  Be sure that the books are in the appropriate 
collection, but contact Eileen if a book is in the wrong age level collection.  It also has narrated ebooks that 
are read and highlighted as it is read.  Eileen will clarify about simultaneous ebooks. 
 

 Updates on V/SNAP—SLS has a new server and are updating the media library server.  They are using 
Wowser and V/SNAP, which allows districts to store videos on V/SNAP which would include student and 
teacher presentations that can be shared within the school district.  This was a one-time upgrade.  Eileen 
will be creating a protocol for use; likewise, the SLS will have to monitor for copyright violations. 
 

 Recap on the NYLA/SSL Conference April 29 – May 2, 2015 at Tarrytown, New York —Eight local 
librarians attended this conference.  It was wonderful.  Eileen wants to see more librarians attend.   
 

 Member Plans & the Plan of Service—Eileen will send a reminder email for the SLMPE rubric (member 
plans).  Eileen will look at these over the summer and report back in the fall. 
 

 Scholarships for the Carol A. Kearney Leadership Retreat 2015 on August 3 – 4, 2015—Eileen will be 
sending out the information to everyone as well as the grant paperwork; the SLS will provide six 
scholarships for the event. 

 
 Sunshine Fund—Sita shared.  Upcoming events are Phil’s retirement and Sadie’s baby shower.  Sita will 

select a gift for Sadie’s baby.  The group discussed giving a gift card to Phil for his retirement gift; Pam will 
take care of this.  We will also have a Wednesday event at Pizzaland for his retirement celebration. 

 
 Budget status–5% increase in library funding.  Eileen hopes to see more in the federally funded grant 

through NYS as a result. 
 

 New Business—No new business at this time.  
 

 
 
Roundtable 

 Cooperstown—At the SSL conference, Joette Stefl-Mabry and Michael Radlick did a study on the impact of 
school librarians on student achievement. They found statistically significant impact of school librarians on 
student achievement—librarians make a difference.  They identified the top 100 performing schools, and 
Cooperstown made the list. 

 Huntington—The books on OverDrive are now cataloged in the OPAC.  They will have a fundraiser for Red 
Nose Day May 21—28, 2015 with donations to go to the Family Services Association.  Literacy Day on 
June 20, 2015 at the Oneonta Farmers’ Market—this kicks off the summer reading program. 

 SUCO--Mary Lynn reported that Mary Carol came to work with focus groups (students, staff, faculty, and 
administrators) to determine the users’ needs for planning the Academic Success Center.  They will also 
have a weeding process because the shelving and the lighting need to be upgraded.  $8 million renovation 
project that will be taking place—this project is for redesigning the building will take three years. 

 

Adjournment –Pat moved to adjourn the meeting with a second by Maria.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:12 p.m. 

 

 


